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Investigating the factors affecting students' interest in continuing their
education in higher education (Case study: Kowsar University of Bojnourd)
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Abstract

Higher education is considered as the main axis of the country's development as well as the
place of production and accumulation of knowledge and the main means of transferring
cultural heritage. Considering the presence and role of university graduates in major
management of society, the role of universities is very important for the future of society
and the future management of the country. Education and research are important factors in
the development and progress of societies and the interest in continuing education in
postgraduate courses also increases the tendency to work in this field. Postgraduate courses,
while expanding the field of knowledge, respond to the growing needs of countries for
specialized personnel. The aim of this study was to identify and investigate the factors
affecting students' interest in continuing their education and to provide solutions to increase
the tendency of university graduates to continue higher education study. This analytical
and cross-sectional descriptive study was conducted in February 2018 with the
participation of 310 students at Kowsar University of Bojnourd. The data collection tool
was a questionnaire containing 14 questions of personal information and 8 questions about
the reasons for the desire to continue education, that its’ validity and reliability was
confirmed by content validity and alpha kronbach (a = 0.72), respectively. Non-parametric
Mann-Whitney and Kruskal-Wallis tests were used to analyze the data. The results showed
that the type of field of study and semester are the factors affecting students' interest in
continuing their studies in higher education.

Keywords: Interest, Continuing Education, Statistical Analysis, Non-Parametric Tests.
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